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WASATCH PLATFAU COAL FIELD, OLD WOMAN PLATEAU QUADRANGLE,
SEVIER COUNTY, UTAH

By L. F. Blanchard and C. G. Lee

INTRODUCTION
Two holes, totaling 1,824.4 feet, were rotary drilled and cored
in the Wasatch Plateau coal field, Utah, for the U.S. Geological Survey
in June and July 1978. Drilling was done by Himes Drilling Co., Grand
Junction, Colorado, under contract no. 14-08-0001-17342, awarded by
the USGS. Geophysical logging was done by Strata Surveys, Grand Junction,
Colorado, and permission to drill was granted by officials of the
Fishlake National Forest, Utah. The purpose of the drilling was to
obtain information on the thickness, quality, and extent of coal beds
and the lithology of the enclosing rocks in the Upper Cretaceous
Blackhawk Formation. The overall goal of the project is to evaluate
and classify federally owned coal lands. ‘
Drilling was done in the 0ld Woman Plateau quadrangle, Sevier
County, Utah, using truck-mounted rotary drilling and coring rigs.
Drilling fluids were air and foam for the rotary drilling and mud for
the coring. Both holes were drilled adjacent to holes drilled and
logged in 1977 (Blanchard, 1978)--hole no. W-LCC-12a-OWP (fig. 1)
adjacent to W-LCC-12-OWP, and hole no. W-LCC-13a-OWP (fig. 2) adjacent
to W-LCC-~13-0WP. The core intervals were chosen from geophysical logs.
Drill-hole W-LCC-12-a-OWP was logged by geophysical methods and the
suite of logs includes resistivity (RES), natural gamma (G), and
density (Den). No geophysical logs were run for drill-hole W-LCC-13a-OWP.
The logs were run at a scale of 1 inch to 10 feet; but, to facilitate
reproduction of this report, they were reduced to 1 inch to 50 feet.
All measurements are in feet; to convert to meters, multiply by 0.3048.
The age, generalized lithology, and thickness of each sedimentary
unit encountered are shown in figure 3. A summary of information for

the two drill holes is given in table 1.
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Figure 3.--Columnar section of rocks in the Wasatch Plateau

coal field, Sevier County, Utah.

Spieker, 1931, plate 3.)
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